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Michael, a young farmer living on the outskirts of 

Amarillo, Texas, had dreamed all his life of 

following in his father’s and grandfather John’s 

footsteps. 

But dreams are fragile things in a world scorched 

by drought and debt.

What had once been a family legacy now felt like 

a race against weather, markets, and 

corporations that seemed too large to �ght.

Back in the 1960s, life on the plains had been 

simple: moist soil, predictable rain, and winters 

that could still freeze the pests out of the 

ground.
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By the 1970s, climate change began to take hold, and each decade brought harsher heatwaves and 

thinner soil. 

In recent years, rainfall had nearly vanished, leaving dust storms and brittle corn stalks behind. 

The farm had become a place where every season brought another risk, and every risk came with 

a price.



Scienti�c Pop-up:

Climate change is making farming 

harder in places like Texas. Hotter 

temperatures and less reliable rain 

increase drought stress. When soil 

dies out, it loses fertility and becomes 

easier to erode, which makes farming 

less stable over time.

(Farm bankruptcies continued to 

climb in 2025 / What climate change 

means for Texas)



For Michael and John, every planting season had become an act of faith. Faith not in pro�t, but in 

survival. Their small farm yielded less every year, while bills grew heavier and barns emptier.

Twenty-one local farms had already gone bankrupt since 2025. It felt like only a matter of time 

before they joined that list. Debt was no longer a distant threat. It had become part of the 

weather.

Meanwhile, industrial corporations were thriving. USoil of Agriculture, one of the biggest, seemed 

to cover half of Texas with its uniform, pesticide-fed crops. Their trucks roared down the highways, 

full of produce that looked perfect but carried the scent of chemicals.

Pollution, depleted soil, and contaminated water were becoming their quiet legacy. Yet, their 

pro�ts never seemed to dip.

CONTINUE
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Their power came not only from scale, but from control over 

seeds, contracts, and the farmers who depended on them.

One evening, as the sun turned red behind the lonely windmill, 

the old phone rang.

“Mr. Michael Clay? This is USoil of Agriculture. We’re seeking new 

independent partners in the region. You’ll continue to operate 

your �elds, but we’ll provide patented seeds, fertilizer, and 

guaranteed buyers.

In exchange, we’ll take twenty percent of your harvest pro�ts. 

You’re encouraged to visit our o�ces if you have any questions.”

CONTINUE
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John slammed his cup on the table.

“It’s a trap, boy. Once they’ve got their hands on your �eld, 

they’ll drain it dry.

You can’t feed a family on poison.”

Michael hesitated. Was this the only way to save the farm or 

the fastest way to lose it forever?

Michael works

under USoil of

Agriculture. Go

to page 6

Michael thinks

about it and

researches the

company. Go

to page 11

Michael is

siding with his

grandfather

and refuse. Go

to page 14
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MICHAEL'S CHOICE



 

Michael signed the contract the next 

morning, his pen shaking slightly.

 

The representatives arrived in trucks that 

gleamed like mirrors, carrying new 

machines and containers of fertilizer 

labelled only with codes.

 

They spoke about e�ciency, yield, and 

innovation, but never once about what 

those promises would cost the land.

CONTINUE
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At �rst, everything glittered with 

promise. The new seeds sprouted 

uniformly, their stalks thick and tall.

 

The irrigation pumps hummed day 

and night, drinking deep from the 

aquifer. 

 

For the �rst time in years, Michael felt 

proud of his �elds again. The rows 

looked orderly, even impressive, as if 

the farm had �nally become modern.
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But the illusion cracked with the season. 

The air grew acrid from chemical sprays.

 

His throat burned after each round of 

pesticide work, his skin itching even 

through gloves. John stopped coming out 

to help.

 

The smell made him cough for hours. 

Bees vanished. Worms no longer 

surfaced after rain.
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The �eld looked productive, but the life inside it was quietly disappearing.

 

Local farmers began whispering about tainted produce. One neighbour’s cattle fell ill after 

grazing too close to an industrial plot.

 

Michael dismissed it at �rst until his own crops began to curl and shrink. The yields were 

smaller than promised.

 

Michael continues down this

path. Go to page 36

Michael tries to change

things still. Go to page 11

Michael breaks away now. Go

to page 17
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MICHAEL'S CHOICE



Scienti�c Pop-up:

Monoculture can make farms look 

e�cient, but it reduces biodiversity and 

weakens soil over time. Uniform cropping 

systems often lower soil fertility, reduce 

moisture retention, and make �elds more 

vulnerable to pests and disease. When 

that happens, farmers may rely even 

more on chemical inputs, which can 

intensify the problem.

(Climate change in Amarillo)



When he called USoil for help, the representative sighed.

“You must’ve applied the fertilizer incorrectly, Mr. Clay. 

Review your manual, and we’ll check in next season.”

 

By harvest time, the �elds had lost their shimmer, leaving 

behind a faint stench of ammonia.

 

Michael realized too late that the soil beneath him wasn’t 

feeding crops anymore. It was only feeding the system. And 

now he was trapped inside it, paying for the privilege of 

staying a�oat. 
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CONTINUE



Michael couldn’t ignore the crawling unease 

in his conscience. Each night after work, he 

opened his laptop, searching for records, 

claims, and rumours. 

 

Buried among reports, he found scattered 

notes about patented seeds designed to 

disable themselves after harvest, forcing 

farmers to buy new ones every season.

 

The seeds were not meant to preserve a 

harvest. They were meant to preserve 

dependence.
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The more he read, the more the pattern became clear: short-term 

output was being used to hide long-term damage.

Fueled by anger and fear, Michael started gathering samples, 

taking pictures, and sending anonymous messages to other 

farmers.

They too reported headaches, dizziness, and ruined soil. The scale 

of damage went far beyond a few bad �elds.

CONTINUE
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He noticed documents suggesting that the company’s “nutrient solutions” contained unapproved 

chemicals.

One report even mentioned contamination of local wells, but the study had been quietly retracted. 
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It was industrial-level harm to rivers, insects, and families who 

drank that water. What looked like a private business decision 

had become a public health threat.

MICHAEL'S CHOICE

Michael gathers evidence and �ghts

the monopoly. Go to page 24

Michael fears that it becomes too

dangerous and leaves. Go to page 14

Michael rebuilds the farm in a

healthier way. Go to page 17

"They call it progress,” John 

muttered, reading one of the 

reports.

“But it’s killing everything that 

keeps us alive.”

Michael knew there was no 

turning back.
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Michael decided to test the well water 

before making any more decisions.

What he found worried him.

The water looked clear, but clear water 

was not always safe water.

In farming regions, invisible contamination 

can travel farther than the eye can see.

Some agricultural chemicals can move into groundwater or surface water after application, 

especially when soil is damaged or when runo� carries them away from the �eld.



Scienti�c pop-up:

Agricultural chemicals can contaminate 

drinking water through runo� and in�ltration. 

Studies and public health reports show that 

pesticide pollution can a�ect not only �sh and 

wildlife, but also people who rely on wells and 

local waterways for daily use.

(Amarillo - Degrees of change: How much 

climate change has warmed Amarillo’s 

weather)



He took the sample to a local lab, where the results 

con�rmed his fear: traces of pesticides were present.

Michael exposes the

contamination. Go to page 24

Michael leaves the company

and rebuilds the farm. Go to

page 17

Michael ignore the warnings.

Go to page 36
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MICHAEL'S CHOICE

The technician explained that 

agriculture can a�ect water when 

chemicals are mixed, loaded, or applied 

incorrectly, and that contaminated 

water can a�ect livestock, crops, wildlife, 

and people. 

 

Michael thought about the children in 

town, the families drinking from the 

same aquifer, and the cough that never 

seemed to leave John’s chest.
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CONTINUE

That night, Michael realized the problem was bigger than his farm.
 

 

It was no longer only about crop yields. It was about what 

his land was sending into the bodies of his neighbours.

 

And once the water is harmed, the whole community pays 

the price.



After rejecting USoil’s o�er, Michael decided to take 

matters into his own hands.

 

The droughts still bit at his crops, but he refused to 

give in to the easy solution of chemicals.

John helped him draw up plans based on what they 

remembered from the old days and what new 

farmers called “regenerative farming.” 

 

It started small: rotating crops, collecting rainwater 

in barrel tanks, and using compost instead of 

fertilizer. Instead of trying to dominate the land, they 

began working with it again.
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Scienti�c pop-up:

Regenerative agriculture focuses on rebuilding 

living soil instead of exhausting it. Practices 

like composting, crop rotation, and keeping 

ground cover can improve water retention, 

reduce erosion, and support soil organisms 

that help plants grow more naturally.

(One crop to rule them all? The hidden 

dangers of monoculture farming / Control of 

water pollution from agriculture / 

Regenerative agriculture – the soil is the base)



The �rst few weeks were rough. The land 

looked barren, and progress felt invisible.

 

But Michael noticed tiny things: dew staying 

longer on leaves, earthworms wriggling 

back to the surface after rain, a faint earthy 

smell returning to the cracked ground.

 

John smiled one morning when he saw 

ladybugs on a tomato vine.

“If they’re back,” he said, “you’re doing 

something right.”
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CONTINUE
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He no longer came inside with a burning throat or red eyes. When they sold their smaller but 

healthier crops at the Amarillo farmers’ market, customers noticed the di�erence.

 

“Tastes like real food again,” one woman said.

Michael learned from local workshops about native grass 

restoration and seed diversity.

 

He started saving water by mulching the soil and planting trees 

for shade.

 

It wasn’t just the �elds that improved. The air felt lighter, his 

breathing steadier.

CONTINUE



For the �rst time in years, Michael slept soundly. 

 

The old anxiety didn’t vanish, but it shifted into purpose. Each sunrise felt earned, not 

borrowed from a corporation.

 

The farm wasn’t �xed yet, but it was alive and so was he. And for the �rst time, the future felt 

like something he could help shape.

Michael sacri�ces some

things and works

di�erently. Go to page 21

Michael exposes what

USoil of Agriculture is

doing. Go to page 24

Michael continues as

things are currently. Go to

page 38
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MICHAEL'S CHOICE



Michael began to understand that soil was not 

just dirt. Healthy soil is alive with microbes, 

worms, fungi, and insects that break down 

organic matter and help plants absorb nutrients. 

 

When soil biodiversity declines, crops can 

become less resilient, and farmers may rely 

more on synthetic inputs to replace what the soil 

used to do naturally.

A living �eld is more than a surface for planting. 

It is a complex system that supports resilience.
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So Michael changed his methods again. He planted di�erent crops in di�erent seasons, left cover 

plants in place, and added compost instead of relying on chemical fertilizer. The �eld changed 

slowly, but he could feel it: the ground held water better after rain, and the topsoil no longer 

blew away as easily in the wind.

 

His grandfather told him that the land seemed to breathe again.

CONTINUE
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There was another change too. Michael felt better. He no longer spent his evenings coughing 

from spray drift, and he stopped worrying as much about whether the next harvest would 

poison the people who ate it.

 

Regenerative agriculture can support healthier soil and may also improve the nutrient content 

of crops, which means better soil can support better food and better health. 

 

What started as a survival strategy had become a way of rebuilding both the farm and the 

family’s well-being.

Michael rebuilds the farm. Go

to page 34

Michael stops the company. Go

to page 24

Michael gives up and return to

the old system. Go to page 38
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MICHAEL'S CHOICE



The sunlight was fading when Michael scraped the last 

sample of dirt into a glass vial.

He looked at his trembling hands, guilt and anger mixing 

in his chest. 

For weeks, he had worked long hours under the guise of 

loyalty to USoil of Agriculture: smiling, nodding, 

pretending everything was �ne. 

CONTINUE
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But at night, he collected fragments of evidence: 

chemical containers without proper labeling, bills for 

restricted pesticides, and employee notes that 

mentioned “yield-altering additives.”

 

The deeper he looked, the more the company’s 

promise of support resembled a system built on 

secrecy.
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CONTINUE



He wasn’t a criminal investigator, just a tired 

farmer with cracked boots and a conscience.

Yet every new discovery made his stomach 

twist.

The more he learned, the clearer it became: the 

fertilizers USoil promoted were seeping into the 

groundwater, contaminating wells across the 

county.

CONTINUE
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A few local families had su�ered stomach illnesses and 

unexplained rashes. 

 

The company had quietly paid for “medical assistance funds,” 

though never admitting fault. 

 

John warned him more than once. 

 

“You’re playing with �re, boy. These kinds of people don’t like 

having their secrets dug up.”

CONTINUE
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But Michael’s fear had turned to resolve. He reached out to an investigative journalist in Dallas, 

sending copies of the data and photos of polluted �elds.

The night he hit “send,” thunder rolled far in the distance. The �rst real storm Amarillo had seen in 

months.

Days passed with no answer, until a black SUV appeared near the property. Two men stepped out 

in pressed suits. They said they were “checking compliance records.” 

Michael felt his chest tighten. He’d heard enough stories to know what intimidation looked like. 

After they left, he buried his evidence kit under the old oak tree, just in case he needed to 

disappear quickly.

CONTINUE
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Then, unexpectedly, the journalist called. Her team had veri�ed the �ndings. Pesticide 

runo� linked to respiratory illnesses, patented seeds with hidden toxins.

Within hours of publication, social media exploded. Local farmers echoed Michael’s story, 

sharing similar experiences of soil loss and sick cattle. 

The pressure mounted, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture opened an inquiry against 

USoil.

For the �rst time, the monopoly was being forced to answer for what it had hidden. 
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CONTINUE



The outcome depended on one last piece of 

information: a document proving the company knew of 

these risks but chose pro�t over safety.  

 

Michael knew where it was kept, in the regional o�ce 

thirty miles away. The question was whether he had the 

courage to obtain it.

Michael searches more

evidence and information;

Go to page 31

Michael submits the current

evidence gathered. Go to

page 40

Michael stops the digging

and protects the farm. Go to

page 21
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MICHAEL'S CHOICE



31

Michael expected the company to 

�ght back, but he did not expect the 

neighbours to speak up so quickly.

Once the story about contaminated 

water spread, more farmers began 

testing their wells.

CONTINUE
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Michael read those words twice, because they sounded like the 

land itself was warning them. The damage was not isolated.

 

It moved through the entire region like a hidden sickness.

More families noticed the same pattern: skin problems, stomach issues, sick livestock, and �elds 

that could no longer hold their shape after heavy rain.

The journalist’s article explained that agricultural pollution does not stay on one farm.

It can move through runo�, groundwater, and food systems, a�ecting rivers, wildlife, and human 

communities far beyond the original �eld. 



At the meeting hall, he saw what fear can become when people share it. It can become 

courage. 

Farmers who had stayed silent for years now stood up and described the same losses. The 

company had treated their �elds as separate, but the damage had always been connected.

Soil, water, crops, animals, and people were part of the same system.

Michael gives the �nal

evidence to the police.

Go to page 40

Michael keeps �ghting

for a healthier farm. Go

to page 34

Michael loses hope. Go

to page 38
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MICHAEL'S CHOICE



Michael’s hands were rougher than ever, but for once, they carried life instead of loss. His soil had 

turned soft again, dark and rich with humus.

CONTINUE
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The hum of bees returned with the bloom of 

wild�owers, and the edges of the �elds slowly 

became home to grass, insects, and birds that 

had once disappeared.

He and John would sit on the porch in the 

evenings, the air thick with the smell of earth 

and regrowth.

The farm didn’t make him rich, but it gave him 

something that mattered more: clean food, 

honest work, and peace. 



Local families who bought his produce often said they felt 

healthier, and Michael understood why. A farm that protects 

soil life, water, and biodiversity can also support healthier 

communities.

One sunset, he looked over the green stretching around 

them and said, “It’s not much, but it’s ours again.”

John smiled. “And this time, it lasts because you learned how 

to work with the land, not against it.”

Michael �nally understood that real farming was not just 

about producing more. It was about protecting the living 

systems that make food possible in the �rst place.

THE END
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By the time the contract ended, Michael’s land was nothing but cracked clay and brittle stalks.

 

The air felt heavier, full of chemicals that clung to his clothes and skin even after washing.

 

His savings disappeared faster than his harvests, and the farm became a lesson in how quickly 

short-term pro�t can destroy long-term security.

 

He spent months trying to recover what was lost, but the earth refused to answer. The local creek 

turned murky, and the well water was no longer something the family trusted.

 

Michael’s cough grew worse, and he began to understand that polluted soil and water do not stay 

con�ned to the �eld. They spread into homes, bodies, and futures.

CONTINUE



THE END
37

 

Every morning on his way to work, he 

passed what used to be his �elds, now 

empty and lifeless.

“I wanted to feed people,” he thought, 

“but I helped poison the ground instead.”

What he learned too late was that a farm 

is not truly successful if the land, water, 

and people cannot survive it.

When USoil pulled out, they left nothing behind. No machines, no support, no future. Michael 

sold the land at a loss and took a factory job in town.



Life went on, though barely. Michael and John continued 

tending the soil as best they could, neither sinking nor rising.

They survived on stubbornness, not hope.

Their �elds were smaller than before, but they were no longer 

trapped inside a system that controlled every decision.

Sometimes, Michael caught himself staring across the fence 

at a neighbouring farm, sold to a corporate grower whose 

�elds glowed unnaturally green at night from arti�cial sprays. 

CONTINUE
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The sight made him uneasy, but he also understood something new: not every answer comes 

quickly, and not every farmer has the same power to act.

Yet even in stillness, there was dignity. His crops were small but clean, his livestock healthy. He 

might never see the world change, but he could at least look his grandfather in the eye without 

shame. 

Deep inside, he still dreamt that maybe someday another farmer, another �ghter, would carry the 

torch further than he could.

Michael realised that even a small action has its importance; the little everyday choices we make, 

aimed at protecting the soil, reducing damage and preserving biodiversity, gradually strengthen our 

resilience over time, whilst we wait, perhaps, for the moment when humanity �nally becomes more 

aware and capable of making the right choices, for itself and for nature, which is our home.

THE END
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Michael’s hands were shaking as he locked the 

o�ce door behind him, a stolen �ash drive 

heavy in his pocket.

That single �le, the hidden memo proving 

USoil’s knowledge of contamination, became 

the weapon that changed everything.

CONTINUE
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The investigation that followed sent shockwaves 

across the country. Fines turned into lawsuits, and 

soon, the company lost control of much of its 

land. New laws forced stricter soil health 

monitoring and pesticide use restrictions.  

 

For the �rst time in decades, independent farmers 

were heard, really heard, by policymakers.

CONTINUE
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Months later, Michael stood again on his farm, the 

early morning air damp and cool. He breathed deeply 

and smiled, feeling clean air �ll his lungs. John sat 

nearby, old but content, watching crops sway gently in 

the wind.

“You did it, boy,” he said quietly. “You gave this land a 

chance to heal.”

42

Michael nodded. The journey had cost him fear, time, 

and nearly his livelihood, but it had also given him 

purpose.

CONTINUE



He understood now that farming wasn’t 

only about growing food. It was about 

protecting life itself. 

 

As the sun broke over the horizon, orange 

light spilled across the �elds, and this 

time, it felt like hope.  

 

The land, the water, and the people had 

all begun to recover because someone 

was willing to speak the truth.

THE END
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Next

REFLECTION QUESTIONS



How does climate change make 

industrial agriculture more 

vulnerable?

The story shows droughts, heatwaves, 

and unpredictable rainfall worsening 

Michael’s situation. Why do these 

climate pressures make monoculture 

and chemical dependence harder to 

sustain?



What does the story suggest about 

soil health and biodiversity?

Compare the degraded �elds in the 

USoil path with the regenerated soil 

in Michael’s sustainable path. How do 

worms, cover crops, compost, and 

native plants change not only the 

farm, but also human well-being?



What role do individual choices 

play in solving systemic 

problems?

Michael’s decisions matter, but the 

story also shows the power of 

corporations, markets, and policy. 

What can one farmer do, and what 

requires wider change from 

communities, governments, or 

industries?



Is it better to work inside the 

system or build alternatives 

outside it?

Michael can either cooperate with 

USoil, expose it from within, or 

reject it and rebuild independently. 

Which path seems most realistic or 

e�ective, and what are the 

strengths and limits of each 

approach?



Which ending did you choose?

What factors in�uenced your decision?



How did the story present seed 

patents and agricultural 

monopolies?

What made USoil’s power feel 

threatening: the contract, the 

patented seeds, the dependence on 

fertilizer, or the control over 

buyers? How do these systems 

reduce farmer independence?



CONCRETE EXAMPLES OF ALTERNATIVES TO INDUSTRIAL AND MONOPOLISTIC AGRICULTURE

BELGIUM:

In Belgium, several initiatives aim to make agriculture more sustainable by reconnecting 

consumers with local producers and promoting environmentally friendly practices. 

Efarmz is an online platform that delivers organic, local, and seasonal products directly from small-

scale farmers to consumers. 

By working in short supply chains and sourcing from over 100–200 local producers, it supports the 

local economy while reducing intermediaries and food miles. It also adopts eco-friendly logistics 

(such as bike deliveries), reusable packaging, and a low-waste approach, reinforcing its 

commitment to sustainability.

Next



Similarly, The Barn promotes sustainable agriculture through a network of organic markets that 

sell products directly from trusted producers. Its model emphasizes seasonal, local, and 100% 

organic food, while ensuring fair prices that respect farmers’ production costs. 

By focusing on simple distribution, high-volume sales, and strong partnerships with producers, The 

Barn helps make sustainable consumption more accessible to a wider public. Together, these 

initiatives illustrate how alternative food systems can support both environmental sustainability 

and local farming communities in Belgium.

Efarmz (https://www.efarmz.be/fr)

The barn (https://thebarn.bio/en/)

Next
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